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e which ‘at dest ac- 

, and at all points 
menaced by: the ane army, sliows’ the 
demoralizéd condition of -a people who see 
‘no prospéct before them “but submission to 
an enemy Whom they ‘feel they have no ade- 
quate ability to tesist.”. No-doubt the’ Peru. 
vian Government tinder Prenot will make 


possi joker eae 
were only a quedtion of ‘® ‘short time when: 
‘its capital will fall into the hands of an arro- 
gant ‘Conqueror, ond when ‘conditions . of 
peace will be imposed more humiliating 
than those offéred on board the Lackawanna, 
harsh as those appeared. As pointed. out 
in our columbs by) Sefior ARAMAyYo, the 
Bolivian represéntativé in this coun try, those 
terms were probably fraried with a view to 
having them rejected in order that a war of 
conquest might’ ‘be prosecuted, and they 
were such that Perdvian pride could hardly 
fail to prefer the chance of ruin to their. ac- 
ceptance. ~ But that “pride: is likely to, he 
forced to's fall-Jower. than it was asked to 
submit to by voluntary action. 
bf 
Complaint ‘is .made. of the practical sus- 
pension of busisiess in the executive depart- 
‘ments in Washington during the holidays. 
For example, the departments were closed 
at'noon yesterday, and. they will remain 
closed duiting’ tie after part of each day 
from now. until Monday, Jan. 8.. There is 
no reason why. the departments should be 
‘ran on half-time’ during eight’ working 
days: at this season, “The public business 
should be conducted just. as any branch of 
private: business’is managed. “Any com- 
mercial house ‘that should, close its doors, 
except fora few Hours each day during the 
holiday season, would be regarded with pub- 
lic curiosity, not. gamixed with suspicion. 
And when we consider that the business of 
the Government departments is very much in 
arrears, and that’ the Government employes 
seus Ahaye ‘short “working days, the folly 
rosie oft custom is ap- 
parent. =. ce 
THE 7 OBIS Mas FESTIVAL. 
This is the. festival by whith all Christen- 
dom. ‘comimemorates the advent upon earth 
of the Gospel.of peace and good- will to men. 
‘It does not. greatly. concern us to know how 
nearly the obseryancé of Chiistmas has been, 
modeled upon.the pagan festivals which pre- 
ceded the begitihing of the Christian era... It 
does not matter whether the Christian holi- 
day is like, or unlike, the heathen. feasts ob- 
served in the twilight of the elder world. 


¢ | The worship of Gop in pagan temples, puri- 


fied: and rededicated, has ‘been held to be a 
And the thansformation 
of the saturnalia of ancient Rome into Christ- 
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of unoccupied and unclaimed. land, should 
pot be allowed to go upon it. and pre-empt 
‘it under the law. This is precisely the posi- 
tion taken by the.so-called Oklahoma colo- 
nists, now ericamped on the: borders of the 
Indian . Territory. “The land “which they 
‘covet is not on the border; but further into 
the heart of the Territory. By the-act cteat- 
ing the Territory, the entire region was ceded 
to the tribes which had been gathered there 
from Various parts of the Republic. Tt was 
a concession made to. these tribes for the 
sake. -of encouraging -them to pursue 
the “arts , of peace. The Choctawa, 
Oherokees, Cliickasaws, Creeks, and Sem- 
‘inoles’ “have meade (2 tolerably “good 
use, ‘of. their opportunities. They havea 
system: ‘of government, ‘public . schools, and 
other appliances-of civilized’ life.: As: the 
‘Terntory contains more land than they could 
possibly.use, or ever need, they ceded back 
a portion of ft to the United States ‘by’ the 
treaty of 1806: It seems as if these Indians 
at least had Jearnéd enough of law and 
equity to be ablé ta defy the Government to 
take away’ that which had once been for- 
mally and solemnly deeded to’ them. "The 
Poncas, being a feeble folk, were. obliged to 
submit to'a robbery atthe hands of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, That. por- 
tion ofthe Indian’ Territory which was re- 
linguished. by the civilized tribes was re- 
quired by the Government for the settlement 
of several fragments of wild ‘tribes, par- 
tially.subjugated, andmow removed from 
their reservations in the North-west. 

At the present time, therefore, the relin- 
quished lands are nearly all occupied ‘by the 
so-called ‘‘Blanket Indians,”’ the. remnants 
of scattered tribes.. One large tract, situated 
far in the interior, and bounded on the north 
by: a portion ‘of the Cherokee’ lands, and 
otherwise surrounded by reservations, is that 
which is known by the title-of Oklahoma, a 
name given to it by the intending colonists. 
This is. only one of the tracts which’ have 
been kept: unoccupied for the purpose of 
eventually locating upon them ‘the. wild 
tribes not yet gathered in by the Government, 
As will be seen; the lands’are not surveyed 
nor thrown open to’ the occupation of set- 
tlers’ In former times no man ever thought 
of going upon any public Jand which had 
not been formally. declared by proclama- 
tion of. the President to be ready « for 
settlement: “But, as* the area~ of ‘unoc- 
cupied lands has become contracted, it has 
been the custom of intending settlers tn 
procure, at their own expense, the survey of 
such lands.as were likely to. come into niar- 
ket 600n, and to take up, in’ quarter sec- 
tions, the lands, as desired. This has oftén 
led to great corifusion, as the lines of, pri- 
vate and. unauthorized: surveyors have sel- 
dom conformed ‘to those. subsequently run 
by: the Government surveyors.” Usage, how- 
ever; has sanctioned ‘the custom: of thus 
squatting on public lands, over which the 
Government has thrown no special - restric- 
tion. The Oklahoma colonists propose to 
go upon the idle land which is now sur- 
rounded by Indian reservations, and to hold 
it under the pre-emption laws of the United 
States... They forget, however, that these. 
laws ‘also provide that the President's \proc-. 
lamation, must first be issued, throwing such’ 
lands open. to settlement, otherwise it may 


be fairly complained that all citizens of the 


0 | o'clock A. M. tt occurred’'to.- Pg that’ ‘Mra 
|} Von Schweinhund would be uneasy at his 


REFORM IN te ALMS-HO USES. 

‘The recent. public conference of the coun- 
ty ‘committees belonging to the State Chari- 
ties Aid Association, ‘at the rooms of the so- 
clety in this City, call attention anew to 
the dld evil of the: State—the condition of 
the county almé-houses and public: chari- 
ties.” The State of New-York has advanced 
in most branches / of. civilization ‘with _re- 
markable apirit ; ‘its schools and colleges and 
museums and galleries, its charities and re- 


formatory ‘institutions, are- known and ap-'}’ 


preciated through ‘the ‘Union. “But iii 
many of “its co’ ‘{ustitutions it re- 
mains substantially as. it. was in. colo- 
nial’ days.‘ Th . the, county ‘abuses 
of this State and “mont of the States are 
older than, the century: of the Revolution. 
They. go back to tho era of Henry 

and ErrzaBern. ey belong ‘to the inde- 
pendent county administration, which has 
come. down for, cénturies in England, and 
which, in many matters relating to the poor, 
was only reformed In this century. . Where 
a small and poor community, like ‘a county, 
undertakes to -care: for all ite poor and its 
criminals, “its: unfortunate and . defective 
persons, such as the blind, deaf and dumb, 
lunatics * and. idiots, the administration 
tends to become in the worst degree defec- 
tive'and even cruel) There 1s no room, nor 
are there ‘means, for the best modern reforms. 


The: officials cannot ‘separate sane and in- 


sane, old and young, boys and girls, or even 
the. criminal and’ innocent. The great im- 
plements for the improvement and advance- 
ment of a poor.or. semi-criminal class— 
classification and: personal influence—must 
be’ entirely neglected, The alms-houses 


and: county jails, become of necessity 
schools of crime and . nurseries’ of, pau-, 


péerism: ‘Phe guilty “corrupt the _ in- 
nocent, the. old :deprave’ the . young, 
the insane are debauched by the sane, and 
there begin in these hideotis places family 


/lines of the most terrible or useless class of 


beings ‘Which & perverted civilization has 
anywhere produced+-lunatic murderers, pav- 
per. prostitutes, and | semi-idiotic debauchees,. 
Cases have.been well known in these coun- 
try poor-houses, of three or four generations 
of paupers and illegitimate children, where 
crime, and disease were in the blood itself. 
Fortunately for huthanity, the Scripture text 
holdg good, ‘and i is only “ the third or 
fourth generation” Which'can hold out under 
the accumulated ‘influence of ‘the sins of 
the fathers.’* Wing and érime’ kill out’ the 
corrupt line. - 

hese county. alms-houses and: jails -were 


in this condition fora century, untouched. 


by reform. and. seldom visited by, the fortu- 
nate classes.. The fitst-great reform com- 
mented under the State Board’ df Charities 
by the removal of the lunatics, : idiots, and 
defectives to ‘State institutions, and by . the 


United Btates have not hada fair chance to | thi 


settle thereon. 
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prolonged absence from. home, and’ would 
undoubtedly. sit, up: for him and welcome 
him, with energetic hands in an, exceedingly 
warm manner, He therefore took a’ final 
glass of beer, put on’ his’ capacious ulster, 
The night was’ eoansdiny cold and the 
pavement ‘was unusually active in its mo- 
tions.» ‘This,’ r. with’ a -weakness in 
the Professor’s legs due to @ severe cold 
inthe head, led him to pause by a convenient 
lamp-post to collect his thoughts. He rested 
for sévéral minutes, unbuttoned his’ ulster to 
look at his watch, buitoned it up again, and 
summoning his energies, prepared to résume, 
his Walk, To‘his great alarm he found that 
he could pot move from thé spot.: An un- 
seen, and unknown force. held him tight to 
the. iron lamp-post, and his most frantic 
cfr evel, 5 enable ‘him to release ‘him- 


as first bevpedbalelt was that he had been 
tied to the. Jamp-post ‘by, thieves: while rést- 
ing himself, but’ he could not discover the 
slightest trace.of any rope, and was thus 
compelled to abandon the hypothesis. . Soon 
he began'to feel a strange sensation of some- 

very cold in the region’ of his breast 

bdomen, It was Clear to him, that.s 
cold current was running from his: breast- 
bone: downward, and, being a profound 
philosopher, he teasoned that, as he felt this 
current in front, it must ‘really be in active 
operation somewhere else, and was,:undoubt- 
edly, rutining down his spinal coltimn: After 
deep meditation, he suddenly ‘remembered 
that he had heard that certain streets in Mil- 
waukee were soon to be lighted by the elec- 
tric light. He looked upward at >the lamp 
above his head, and saw that it was not only 
extremely bright, but'that it seemed to be. 
divided into three or four separate lamps. 
He. now comprehended. the mystery of. his 
iniprisonment. : The. lamp-post to which he 
was fastened ‘was evidently one of those’ to 
which the electric light had been applied, 
The. electric current’ passing through the 
iron. Jamp-post had been switched off ‘by the 
attraction of his spinal column, and was 
flowing through him, producing ‘the  sensa- 
tion of extreme cold and’ fastening him ‘with 
a force of several tons to the }amp-post. 

The horror of his situation: now clearly 
stared Prof. Vou Schweinhund in the face. 
He saw that not only, wonld' he be held to 
the lamp-post until some one should come to 
his‘assistance ‘and turn off -the electric cur- 
rent, but that ip all probability the electricity 
would gradually disintegrate his spinal mar- 


row, and thus either kill him. outright or re- 


duce him to # miserable, ‘spineless, gelati- 
nous wreck, . Moreover, he feared - that the 
cold produced. by. the current would affect 
his:heart, and by distyrbing his. circulation 
bring about a fatal-result.: In these circum- 
stancés he lifted up his voice and howled for 
help, but the silence of the midnight’ strests 
remained unbroken. except by his agonized 
voice, 

About’ '2. o’clock two young men came 
down the street, and, attracted. by the Pro- 
fessor’s cries, kindly stopped and listened to 
his story: In the most unfeeling manner 
they buret into a laugh, and refused to give 
him any help. They eyén made rude re- 
marks concerning beer, and ‘told him that 
the’cool night air was good for him. Prof, 
Von Schweinhund lost his temper, and ad- 


b| dressed to them the strongest lenguage con- 
|| tained in. the German. dictionary ;. but they 


only laughed the more, and went on their 


‘ wicked and heartless way. 


1 on ey rage « shart 


of the: ‘fpattGheopher egg tit re 
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ot only 
jectionable, but ie astitetality ts transparent. No 
person ‘would be dull enotigh to’ mistake it for a 
genulie wood fire, nor Wollld a dat or dog or any 
other, domesticated aninisl.. Tho. bage-countertett 
excites the very. reverse of the’ feelings which a 
veritable open fire excites; and why any one should 
want it or tolerate it purzles conjecture. If it were 
economical » or comfortable: or: attractive, the 
reason ‘of ye ge ‘might be obvious; but it 
is none-of these. It 1s, on the contrary, expensive, 
ungomfortable, repellent; and yet persons endure 
and pretend to lke it becanse{t bas-grown to be 
the fashion. The man wlio: inyénted ‘it could have 
nO! Conception  eitlier of. nature or of art. Every 
well-tegilated ‘mind "rogatts an: open, fire ‘as the 
proper concomitant of .@ homnte, as one. of the hand- 
somest, finest, fittest. pieces of furniture, so to 
speak. which a room dan have. But all who hold 
the opinion can not conveniently command’ the 
open fire; they frequeatly luck the means to com- 
pass it. But’ they who'sn 
have not . this excuse: . ‘eonld well afford an 
Sibeas debt Oo Seas Wim cell tha ted tak thie 
substitute gas and metal for it. proves that they are 
defective . in. taste and ‘in sympathy also. Most of 
us, in these days of ‘furnaces and’ steam-pipes, get 
on without open firés—the ‘more’s the pity—and it 
is far better to-do so than snbmit.to the hollow imi- 
tation. Every home shiould be without it. 
a nme 

Has it ever occurred $0’ anybody to raise the 
question, why American figennity and skill ‘are not 
turned to popularizing: the.musice-box?, That: in- 
strument-ia so peculiarly. an articlé, of luxury. that 
probably not one in five of even mausid-loying per- 
sous ever see it, the prices. ranging from $100 to 
$1,000, and even. to $1,500. “Yet it i literally what 
its direct andgraphie namie implies. For purity of 


tone perhaps nothing equals it, unless its rival is the 
| finest of: glass.’ Its sweetness, delicacy, and pecu- 


liarly bubbting limpidity charm.every ear to which 
the slightest musical sensibility has been given, and 

even the cheap instruments which can render but 
two or three afts are seductive. The mechanism 
of its construction is, of the simplest chisracter. A 
brass.cylinder haying its , studded 
with short steel pins is: slowly revolved by.a train 
of wheels actuated by a spring, and these points 
snceessively catch and lift thé teeth of w fixed’ steel 
“‘eomb,”” the teeth’ | ‘of “which: ate welghted 
on < one ‘side, . sa that when ° released by 
the... oylinder—-which acts. like a». cam— 
each tooth is set in vibration by - its own elasticity. 
Each tooth ts also beVeled on each side to a narrow 
point, so that the finé spurs on the éylinder may 
pass between the teeth; éxeept when the right spur’ 
vomes around. One narrow strip along the length 
of the eylinder, (which, strip: marks.the end of each 
air or strain) is bare of spurs, and thechange of air 
is effected by simply sliding: the cylinder‘a little to 


quires a certain number. of spunreyidisposed im eer- | 
tain relative positions, and’when this. ‘air is' to be 
played all other spurs ‘pass Between the feeth of | 
thé comb; each shifting of ‘the cylinder brings a 
different set, of spurs, into: - to cateh. the 
teeth, and throwa out of action the.set last used.’ 
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suing tor a divorce eisai bes lige aged 40: 


A large deposit: of kaolin of the finest quality 
is said to: have been found upon a farm near Bre 
mond, Texas. ~~" 

The Yale Alumni Association of. Cincinnat! 
will hold its annualmeecting and dinner on Thurs 
day evening, Jan.’ og ee 
to be present. 

Another one of Mrs. Myra Clark Gaines’t 
almost innumerable suits acainet the city of New- 
Orleans is on trial: before the United States Circuit 
Court in that city. 

An Iowa paper says that a Judge of that 
State, although 68 years of age and considered a 
‘pretty well educated man, baz entered a college in 
Boston as a student. 


The Rev. Dr, €. F, Deemsof this City, added 
another hundred ‘dollars on the 4th inst... his six: 
tieth birthday, to the“ Deems Fund,” designed to 
be loaned to needy students of the University of 
North Carolina... 

The Louisville Courier Journgl makes this 
chéering statement: “The election of Garfield has 
done at least one excellent thing. Tt bas extin- 
guished in the average Southern heart the ex- 
pectancy, the hope of office. It has turned the 
Southern mind to business.” 

Thé Madison - (Wis.). Demoerat,. the. leading 
Democratic organ of the State. thus expresses it- 
self; * Thé:proper thing for the Democratic Party 
to dois to get ont of the way of some organization 
which will necessarily come up and champion all ita 
real doctrines if the old: organization will give an 
opportunity.” 

Thess Jive ab Calitotedie jicowidies thet the same 
pay shall be given for similar work, whether done 
by men or women; and, as a consequence, the 
women Vice-Principals in the San Francisco schools 
receive as. much: pay as the male Vice-Prificipais. 
It ts. sald’ by the Aa that a proposition is under 
consideration to give the title of ‘‘ master’ to male 
Vice-Principals, and thus enable them to draw 
higher pay. 

The Portland (Me.) Advertiser gives this 
giimpee of affairs in that State: * The exclusion of 
a large section of the [Republican] party from. any 
voice in party madagement and from representa- 
tion in the national councils has tended to alienata 
masses of -yoters, driving some into:open opposition 
and , others into: apathetic indifference; and the 
remedy is to give. these men once more a represen- 
tative in somé conspicuous and honorable post, 
and better in the: Senate than anywhere else.” 

The Pittsburz Commercial records the death 
at Elder's Ridge, Armstrong County; Perin., on the 
18th inat,, of Mrs. Letitia Ewring, said.to have been 
107 years. and-25 days old. Her oldest-son is aged 
$8 years, and her youngest has reached three 
score. years. She left two other sons and one daugh- 
ter; the last being -77 years. of age. . She left 2 
@randchildren, over 50 great - grandclilidren and 
several great-great: grandchildren.» Her memory 
was so retentive that she was enabled. to. .keep a 
@orrect chronological record of her numerous pro- 
geny without. the aid of memoranda, and her 
chief pleasure was to name them in chronological — 
order, giving date of birth, marriage, &c. 
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THE NEW. YORK TIMES. 







From the Portland (Oregon) New. North-west. 
Taz New-Yor« Toners is one of the very 
best of American wn rete ~ignihnwr gna 
. the news 
notidely Metropoliten events, 
From the Kalamazoo (Mich. Telegraph. 
The paper is highly appreciated by its read. 
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Say ot tally the Sian A pe ge gern 
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